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Swedish children typically do not suffer
from material poverty, many more suffer
from emotional poverty, an outcome
which could be attributed to too much
separation between children and
parents at too early an age.



Initial family model
ingredients in 1975 initiation

A highly subsidized day-care at low cost to parents.
Day care financed by high taxes.
No support to home care, granny care or neighbor care.

Encouraging a high level of female employment.

~ A strong focus on gender equality.

Envisioned outcomes of
the Swedish family model

* Greater gender equality.

* Improved child social development.

* Improved child academic development.

* To even out social-class differences.
* Liberating mothers from motherhood instincts.

* Greater adult life satisfaction, through more
employed work, and less family work.

The "work policy” — every adult in employed
(tax-creating) work — every child in day care.



The Swedish family model

# No babies in day care — only parental leave first year.
* A full 92% of all 18 month-5 year olds in day-care.

# Day-care low cost to parents, 90% tax subsidized.

# Day-care subsidies > 20 000 USD per child/year.

# No national home care allowance — no tax benefits.

* Day-care and dual-earner household strongly

encouraged both culturally and financially.

* Home care is discouraged and somewhat socially

marginalized. Homeschooling illegal.

Actual Swedish model outcomes

-

Deteriorating psychological health in youth.

School results — from top to average in 30 years.

Serious discipline problems in schools.

High rates of sick leave, especially among women.

Day care staff top the sick leave statistics.

Deteriorating parental abilities, even middle-class.

High gender segregation in labour market.

Plummeting quality in day care — politics can't keep it up.

Democratic debate on the issue difficult.



The root of the Swedish problem is that our
government uses work-family balance to
coerce Swedish families to an ideology which
disempowers family, and which a many
Swedish parents don’t want.
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